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Corzine: Celia Cruz deserves 
recognition 
Tuesday, July 29, 2003

By Martin Espinoza 
Journal staff writer 

Sen. Jon S. Corzine yesterday introduced legislation on Capitol Hill that would 
posthumously award Celia Cruz, the "Queen of Salsa," the Congressional Gold 
Medal. 

Cruz, whose singing career spanned more than five decades, died of a brain 
tumor July 16 in her home in Fort Lee. She released more than 70 albums and 
appeared in 10 movies. Throughout her extensive five-decade career, she won 
two Grammys and three Latin Grammys. 

In 1960, Cruz fled Cuba and was never allowed to return. 

"Ms. Cruz's contributions to American society as an entertainer, ambassador of 
Latino culture and a voice of freedom were extraordinary," Corzine, D-Hoboken, 
said in a statement released yesterday. "She was a national treasure who 
touched the lives of millions." 

U.S. Rep. Robert Menendez, D-Hoboken, said he also planned to introduce 
similar legislation in the House of Representatives. 

"I am proud to join my friend, Sen. Corzine, in this tribute to Celia Cruz, whose 
boundless energy transfixed generations of salsa fans and musicians," 
Menendez said. 

In Union City today, the Board of Commissioners will introduce a resolution 
naming a street after Cruz. The street to be named after Cruz will be 42nd 
Street, between Bergenline Avenue and Kennedy Boulevard. 

City officials say the area will be marked by a memorial to be designated, and 
that a public celebration will take place when the memorial is unveiled. The 
celebration is expected to take place sometime in late summer or early fall. 
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Corzine: Celia Cruz deserves recognition 

The Congressional Gold Medal has been awarded to recognize the 
achievements of individuals in many fields, including medicine, arts and 
entertainment. 

Martin Espinoza can be reached at mespinoz@jjournal.com 
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